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Hopes and Fears of
Future Human Evolution




Human Nature is God Given:
Do not attempt to tamper with
contents!




Stasis vs. Dynamism

“Transcendence [is] the only real alternative to extinction.”
Vaclav Havel
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Evolutionary Context

Physical — Cosmological
Evolution

Geo-Ecological Evolution

Biological — Neurological
Evolution

Psychological Evelution
Social Evolution
Technological Evolution




The Pre-Historical Evolution of
Human Psychology




The Contemporary Transformation:
Accelerative Change and Complexity




Contemporary Evolutionary Theory

“All progress is based on the universal innate desire on
the part of every organism to live beyond its income.”
Samuel Butler

Punctuated Equilibria
— Non-Linear
Evolution

Order and Chaos —
Death and
Transformation

Yin-Yang and Dialectic
Reciprocal Evolution
Becoming vs. Being
Evolution of Evolution




Punctuated Equilibria and Human
Transcendence




Visions and Values of
Human Progress

Mythic
Religious — Ethical —
Metaphysical

Secular Progress
(Science and
Technology)

Economic Progress
Social and Individualistic
Biological Evolution
Humanistic

Postmodernism, Nomn-
Western Critiques, and
Sustainability:




Psychology, Reciprocity, and
Purposeful Evolution

Self-Awareness, Self-
Evaluation, and
Psychology

Progress and Evolution is
Purposefully Directed —
Value Driven

Reciprocal Evolution of
Humans and Environment
(Eco-Social-Techno)

Reciprocal Evolution of
Humans/Environment and
Science of Psychology




Psychological Approaches to
Human Evolution




Self-Actualization — Human
Potential Movement




The Rise of Positive Psychology

Mental Health

Happiness

Psychological Growth
Hope

Optimism

Self-Efficacy

Positive Emotions
Forgiveness and Gratitude

Empathy and Positive
Social Relations

Love
Wisdom
Moprality and Spirituality




Martin Seligman — “Authentic
Happiness” through Virtue




Six Virtues — Character Strengths

Wisdom (Curiosity, love of learning, judgment,
Ingenuity, social intelligence, and perspective)

Courage (Valor, perseverance, and integrity)

Love and Humanity (Kindness, generosity,
nurturance, and the capacity to love and be loved)

Temperance (Modesty, humility, self-control,
prudence, and caution)

Justice (Good citizenship, fairness, loyalty,
teamwork, and humane leadership)

Transcendence (Appreciation of beauty, gratitude,
hope, spirituality, forgiveness, humor, and zest)




The Evolving Self

Transcending Egocentric
Constraints

ldentification with
Evolutionary and
Ecological

Order, Control, and
Freedom

Flow — Novelty, Challenge,
Engagement

“Transcenders”




The Transformative Self —
Synthesis of Order and Chaos

Defensive — Rigidity,
Conformity, Dependency,
Stasis, Security, Addiction,
Control

Psychotic — Withdrawal,
Fantasy, Disintegration,
Lack of Boundaries

Transformative — Creativity,
Integration, Expanded
Consciousness, Balance,
Open/interconnected




History of ldentification

with the “Immediate Here
and Now”

ldentification with
Evolution

Cooperation

Expanded Future
Conscliousness

Cosmic Envelopment




Transformations in Human Self-
ldentity and Frameworks of
Thinking




Spiral Dynamics: The History and
Future Evolution of Humanity

Beige: Clan groups - instinct - survival needs — biological urges — senses
. Tribal - animistic, magical, ritual - ancestral bonds — spirit beings
. Exploitative - authoritarian - Big Boss leaders, heroic figures, slavery
- social hierarchies — power/action driven - egocentric —tough and strong
prevail - weak serve - nature is an adversary
Blue: Group norms - discipline - guilt - obedience to authority - absolutist
- self-sacrifice — Higher Power punishes evil & rewards good
Orange: Entrepreneurial, calculating, individualistic, materialistic,
competitive - control the environment
Green: Communitarian/egalitarian - social approval &contact - facilitative
leaders - social harmony - environmentalism — affiliation and sharing
Yellow: Systems thinking — mutuality - love of learning - ecological —
focus on unique individual talents - change is norm — live uncertainty
Turquoise: Holism - spiritual harmony, integration thought and feeling,
capacity to understand multiple points of view - integral philosophy




The Evolutionary Transformation of
Psychological Ideals and Dysfunctions

Psychologjical, Social,
Philosophical, Religious,
and Educational Theories
Define Ideals and
Dysfunctions — Educate
and Control Population

Theories in Evolution

Theories Interactive with
Popular Culture - Popular
Changes

Mental Health and Mental
“lliness” in Evolution

What Kind(s) of Person(s)
will  Flourish 1n  the
Future?




The Social and Global Context of
Human Evolution




Soclal Evolution




The Evolution and Future of Love,
Marriage, and Sex

Traditional Marriage

ndividualistic -
| ove/Sex Revolution

Divorce and
—ragmentation

Diversity

_ove and
Partnership

Virtue and the
Future




The End of Male Domination and
the Rise of Femininity

Dominator Society -
Motivated by Fear and
Pain — Hierarchical —
Subordination — Sex
Vilified and Violence
Eroticized — Mind/Body
Dualism

Partnership Society —
Motivated by Pleasure for
Social Cohesion —
Equality — Sexuality as
Sacred — Ideal
Partnership:
Collaboration for Mutual
Benefit




Social Forces Affecting Human
Psychology




Trends and Developments:
Optimism versus Pessimism

Globalization (Deculturation) -
“Jihad vs. McWorld”

Economic Growth (Growing
Inequality of Wealth, Power, and
Resources — The World is “Spiky”)

Growth of Technology
(Biotechnology, etc.) —

Computerization — Approaching the
Singularity — “Technopoly”

Transformation (Deterioration) of
the Environment

Improvement of Health — Longevity

Acceleration (of Everything) —
Speed - Stress

Information Growth/Stimulus and
Information Overload

Surveillance and Transparency

Mental Fragmentation — The Loss of
Integration, the Big Picture, and
Interdisciplinary Studies




Trends and Developments:
Optimism versus Pessimism

Presentism — No Sense of Past and
Future — No Positive Vision of Future

Decline of Intelligence in Popular
Western Culture — Dumbing Down -
Sensationalism - “Amusing
Ourselves to Death”

Relativism and the Loss of Standards
(Truth and Morality)

Commercialism (Commodification)
and Consumerism — Monetization

Egocentricity, Individualism, and
Narcissism

Divorce and Social Fragmentation of
Marriage / Family

Ethnic Conflict/War — Crime/Violence

Tension of Secular-Sacred, Techno-
Humanistic, Eco-Economic




The Globalization of Psychological Reality:
. Western Thinking

Eastern vs

Reality is a Circle
The Tao
Focus on Context

Holistic Thought
(Whole)

Interdependency
and Community.

Golden
Mean/Middle
Way/Balance
(Both/And Logic)

Reality is a Line
The Syllogism
Focus on
Discrete Objects

Analytic Thought
(Parts)

Individuality and
Autonomy
Either-Or Logic
(One Truth)
(Dualism)




The Global Mind




Halal — The Age of Consciousness
— The Technology of Spirit

The Growing Conflict
of Science and Spirit

World Problems:
Spiritual vs.
Technological
Solutions

The Business of
Psychology and Spirit




Technology and Human Evolution
— Approaching the Singularity

“The looming transformative event...the technological
enhancement of humans will create the biggest change in our
species in at least the last 50,000 years.

And this Is the conservative estimate.”

Tom Lombardo




Techno-Nightmares of Future
Humanity




Ecological Intelligence
and Identity: Natural Born Cyborgs




Biotechnology and Immortality




Pharmaceuticals, Drugs, and the
Chemistry of the Mind




The Study and Transformation of the Brain —
Augmentation, Reverse Engineering, and
Uploading Consciousness




Nanotechnology, Human Reality,
and Human Experience




Information Technology, Virtual
Reality, and Robotics




Cyberpunk, Cyberspace, Cyber-Cities, and
Approaching and Passing the Singularity

“The transformation underlying the Singularity is not
just another in a long line of steps in biological evolution.
We are upending biological evolution altogether.”
Ray Kurzwell




The Psychological Study of the
Human Transformation

Resistance to Change vs.
Proliferation of Diversity
and Change

Adverse vs. Positive
Reactions to Change

Globalization of the Human
Psyche

Emergence of Multiple
Psychologies/Species

Increasing Assimilation
into a Technologijical
Reality

Bio-Technological
Augmentation and
Evolution




The Future Evolution of the
Science of Psychology

History of Paradigm Shifts —
Punctuated Equilibria

Diversification and
Complexification of

Discipline
Increasing

Expansion/Spread into
Popular Culture

Brain is Understood

Grand Unification —
Psychology
(Consciousness) Connected
to Physics/Ecology (Matter)




The Puzzle of Consciousness




Expanding Human
consciousness

Spatial (Ecological,
Global, Cosmic)
Temporal — Historical

and Future
Consciousness

Self and Others —
Transcending
Egocentricity

Integrative/Synthetic
Consciousness

Evolutionary: -
Developmental Levels




Spiritual Consciousness




Sri Aurobindo
Evolution, Hinduism, and Levels of
Consciousness and Enlightenment




Wilber’s Integral Philosophy

Integral Culture: Male — Female,
Mind — Body, Humanity —
Nature, Humanity — Technology,
Inner- Outer, Individual —
Collective, Rational- Mystical,
and Global — Local

Humanity= God in the Making

Pre-Personal, Personal, and
Trans-Personal

Egocentric, Ethnocentric,
Worldcentric, and
Kosmocentric

Three Concepts of God —
Atman, Rational/Abstract,
Personal — I/Thou




Hubbard: Conscious Evolution

Cosmic and Human
Evolution — Stages
and Crises

Religion and
Spirituality

Science and
Technology

Secular Philosophy -
Enlightenment
Co-Creation — Ego
Transcendence




Cosmic Consciousnhess




Space Exploration and
Colonization — Martian
Humans




The Space Humans of Hyperion




Mind and the
Universe

“It appears to me that the tendency of mind to infiltrate and control
matter is a law of nature ...The infiltration of mind into the universe
will not be permanently halted by any barrier that | can imagine
...The universe is like a fertile soil spread out all around us, ready
for the seeds of mind to sprout and grow. Ultimately, late or soon,
mind will come into its heritage. What will mind choose to do when
it informs and controls the universe? This is a question which, we
cannot hope to answer.”

Freemamn Dyson




The Cosmic Self and Cosmic Consciousness




Enlightenment, Future
Conscliousness, and Wisdom

“We have not outgrown or out-“scienced” a need for
wisdom; we have grown restless and distracted and
impatient with what wisdom requires.”

Lisa Osbeck and Daniel Robinson




Walter Truett Anderson and “The
Next Enlightenment”




The New Enlightenment

History of Multiple Enlightenment
Movements

The Need for New Enlightenment

Expansion of Consciousness and
Mental Liberation

Oneness and Connectedness
Transcendence of the Egocentric
Integral and Global

Evolution, Flow, and Change
Cognitive Evolution

Enhanced Presence

Rational and Intuitive
Uncertainty, Faith, and Courage




The Nature and Evolution of
Future Consciousness

Historical: Instrumental — Social — Mythic
— Rational/Abstract — Secular/Scientific —
Romantic - Science Fiction — Future
Studies — Theoretical/Paradigmatic

Emotional/Motivational Dimension: Hope
and Fear/Despair — Goals - Approach
and Avoidance — Adventure - Flow

Cognitive Dimensiomn;
Imagination/Possibilities -
Critical/Reflective Thinking - Planning -
Problem, Solving - Decision Making

Personality Dimension: Optimjism and
Pessimism— Self-Efficacy — Internal
Locus - Evolutionary Self

Vintue: Self-Responsibility —
Courage/Faith — Love/ Transcendence -
Wisdom




“Believe those who are seeking the truth;
doubt those who find it.”
Andre Gide




Wisdom Defined

Wisdom is the highest expression of self-
development and future consciousness.
It Is the continually evolving
understanding of and fascination with
the big picture of life, of what is

important, ethical, and meaningful, and
the desire and ability to apply this

understanding to enhance the well being
of life, both for oneself and others.




Wisdom Defined - Zen Answer

“A seeker after truth climbs a mountain to ask the guru
at the top what the secret of the universe is.
The answer iIs ‘everything converges on oneness.’
The climber replies ‘Surely you are kidding.’
‘You mean it doesn’t?’ the guru asks.”
Joel Kupperman




The Qualities of Wisdom

Transformative/Deep Understanding
Synthetic Consciousness

Rational-Intuitive

Contemporary/Evelving Knowledge

Practical

Well-Being — Happiness
Self-Stimulating/Questioning/Open/Reflective
Temporal Expansiveness and Connectivity

Connection of Intellect and Emotion — Love and
Compassion

Ethical Knowledge - Connection to Other Virtues (Courage,
Honesty)

Self-Awareness, Self-Transformation, and Self-
Transcendence

Connection of Self and World/Cosmos




The Evolutionary Significance and
Value of Wisdom

Evolutionary-Transformative State
Expansive - Expanding Consciousness
Integrative - Ecologically Holistic State
Pragmatic Mode of Consciousness
Global and Gender Transcendent Mode of

Consciousness

Ethical Mode of Consciousness —
Standards of Excellence

Stimulating Ideals and Development of
Mental Health

Purposeful Self-Directional Self-
Responsible Mode of Consciousness

Connection to Emerging Technologies?
Wise Cyborgs - Robots and
Global/Cosmic Virtual Minds; -
Transhuman




